
The Richmond Heights Community Development Corporation (RHCDC) was once again privileged to grant 
scholarships to graduating seniors at a luncheon in June. The RHCDC scholarship program, established in 2003, 
awarded five praiseworthy students $1,000 each to help defray college expenses. In addition to excelling scholas-
tically, all of the awardees volunteered after school in civic, charitable and leadership activities.  Congratulations 
to Naomi Fauntroy, Na’Arah Hill, Tyler McCray, Kaitlyn Nguyen, Lauren Thompkins and Kendrick Williams for 
their outstanding achievements.

Naomi Fauntroy plans to pursue a degree in Animal Science at 
North Carolina A&T State University. Her ultimate goal is to become 
a veterinarian and open her own practice. While at Robert Morgan 
Educational Center, she served as a member of the Future Farm-
ers of America and Students Together Against Negative Decisions 
(S.T.A.N.D.). She excelled as a student athlete proudly representing 
her school in basketball track & field, as a cross country runner. 

Na’Arah Hill desires to become an Educator, with an emphasis in 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE). She has a passion “to inspire 
the young minds of those that might be challenged, by providing the 
keys to success in a fun and educational fashion, without focusing 
on their inabilities.” She plans to attend Albany State University.  She 
served as President of the Ebony Club, and a member of both the 
Bible Club and Spanish Club, at Robert Morgan Educational Center.
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Kaitlyn Nguyen will attend Michigan State University and 
plans to earn a degree in Mechanical Engineering. She desires to 
“develop/create a new technology that will aid in assisting indi-
viduals who suffer from nerve damage.”  While at Arthur & Polly 
Mays Conservatory of the Arts, she served as Vice President of 
the Science National Honor Society, President of First Priority 
and a member of the National Honor Society.

Lauren Thompkins has been accepted to Tennessee State 
University to pursue a degree in Health Sciences. Her ultimate 
goal is to become a Physical Therapist. She is a graduate of Mi-
ami Killian Senior High and was the Senior Leader of Women 
of Tomorrow and a member of Health Occupations Students of 
America (HOSA).

Kendrick Williams plans to pursue a degree in Nursing at 
Tennessee State University. He plans to ultimately use his nurs-
ing degree to enter the Fire Academy and become a firefighter. 
While at Robert Morgan Educational Center he served as Presi-
dent of the Sigma Beta Club, and a member of the Omega Youth 
Program.

Tyler McCray has been accepted to Tennessee State University 
and plans to earn a degree in Physical Therapy/Sports Medicine. 
He desires to become a certified athletic trainer. As a student at 
Palmer Trinity School he was an ardent member of the Top Teens 
of America, Miami-Dade Chapter (Director of Operations), Black 
Student Union, Yearbook/Quill and Scroll (Lead Editor) and Palm-
er Trinity Cares. He excelled as a student athlete proudly represent-
ing his school in basketball (captain) and track & field.  



The Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners 
unanimously approved a resolution to award The Car-
rie Meek Foundation funding to administer $8.9 mil-
lion dollars for community-based violence intervention 
initiatives throughout Miami-Dade County. The Carrie 
Meek Foundation, in partnership with Miami-Dade 
County, will administer, manage, and disburse the funds 
over 3 years to non-profit organizations that will provide 
reentry services, high risk intervention work, mental 
health and victim outreach and support services. Addi-
tionally, a portion of the funding will be given to organi-
zations that address career training, food scarcity, youth 
development, and capacity building. 

During the Board of County Commissioner’s meeting, 
community leaders, grass roots organizers and residents 
impacted by gun violence spoke in support of The Carrie 
Meek Foundation and the resolution which was spon-
sored by Commissioner Kionne McGhee.  Organiza-

tions throughout the county will have the opportunity to 
apply for funding as outlined in the resolution.  “When 
you build equity into a program’s development and ex-
ecution, you ensure that support gets to the people and 
places where it’s needed most,” said Lucia Davis-Raiford, 
President & CEO of The Carrie Meek Foundation. “Our 
work gives us deep understanding of our county’s chal-
lenges and where the most effective solutions might be 
found but are often overlooked: embedded within the 
communities and people who live there and whom have 
been most impacted by violence.”

Congresswoman Carrie Meek’s impact is felt in virtually 
every corner of Miami-Dade County. This broad reach is 
part of what uniquely positions The Carrie Meek Foun-
dation to partner with Miami-Dade County to imple-
ment the Community Violence Intervention Program.  
For more information contact info@carriemeekfoundation.org

The Carrie Meek Foundation to Disburse 8.9 Million Dollars 
For Community Violence Intervention Initiatives

The South Miami-Dade Cultural Arts Center is now 
The Dennis C. Moss Cultural Arts Center.  The center 
was named in honor of the former county Commis-
sioner who represented District Nine for more than 27 
years. This recognition honors Moss’ long, stellar, effec-
tive service as a commissioner. 

He also served two terms as Chairman.  The center was 
created as part of Commissioner Moss’ plan for the re-
building of South Dade after Hurricane Andrew and 
became known as The Moss Plan.  Moss approved the 
building site, identified the funding, and insisted on an 
iconic design that would stand out in the distance when 
viewed from the Turnpike.  Commissioners Danielle 
Cohen Higgins and Kionne McGhee were co-prime 
sponsors for the name change and it was supported by 
all of their colleagues.

With the Fall comes the beginning of the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season.  With the joy and fes-
tivities comes temptations to over spend.  Let’s be 
mindful that this can lead to many months of debt 
and anxiety.  Make wise choices with holiday shop-
ping.  This is also an excellent time to connect with 
others who may be experiencing hardship and de-
pression.  We are a comminity of neighbors!  Rich-
mond Heights has a long history as a community 
that cares.  Let’s continue that magnificent tradition!

THE MOSS CENTER
A COMMUNITY THAT CARES



THERE IS HOPE 
THERE IS HELP

Sadness is heavy.  If you’re 
struggling, you may feel like you’re 
going through the motions or 
barely surviving.  When life feels 
like a constant gray cloud, its easy 
to feel weighed down by pain 
and hopelessness.  COVID 19 
has made adjusting and dealing 
with everyday stresses even more 

stressful.

If you are suffering and finding 
it hard to cope please know that 
you are not alone.  Many people 
are dealing with similar issues.  
Find the strength to reach out to 
friends, family, clergy, doctors, 
teachers or anyone you feel could 
be a good comfortable choice for 
you.  Your mental health is just as 
important as your physical health.  

Crisis Hotline 305-774-3616

WHERE WE WORSHIP
Our churches make our com-

munity strong.  The churches of 
Richmond Heights play a vital 
role in helping our families and 

strengthening our faith.  
Churches contribute to the 
stability of a community.

We are blessed to have the fol-
lowing churches in and around 

Richmond Heights:

Christ the King Catholic Church
Church of the Ascension
Community Bible Baptist
Family Worship Center

Glendale Missionary Baptist
Macedonia C.O.G.I.C.

Martin Memorial A.M.E. 
Second Baptist Church

The Bethel Church 
EARLY VOTING OCT.24-NOV.6TH

VOTE TUESDAY NOVEMBER 8TH


